
Report of the Special Commission to Study
Higher Education Tuition and Fee Waiver Programs for Veterans

May 2006

-



S.I!ecial Commission Members

ent of Veterans' Services

"-er
hen M. Brewer

ee on Veterans & Federal Affairs, Senate Chair

Senator T 0 as M. McGee,
designee of Senate President Rob

Senator Steven C. Panagiotakos

designee ;~~:9n~~e wa/nd Means Connnittee Chair Therese Murray//~//a~0!./;'; / ,
/~ / . ,,' / .

/~///~t:/~·/// ;.__-._
~enator Robert O'Leary /J
Joint C0111I1}~e on Higher .E6tJa{ation,Senate ChairI
/~(}4:~

Senator Scott Brown
designee of Senate Minority Leader Brian Lees

t?
ilfia' "Smitty" Pigi1atelIi,

o ee on Higher Education House Chair Kevin Murphy

~tJllL-
presentative Susan W. Pope

designee ofJIouse Minority Leader Bradley Jones

C1 " AI /~

/,/ // /£/ -I'

7)/~4;:;~~-1f:=I~_c;(

R~p{esent~t~y,fPihony 1. \:~a ..Jomt COlllllllttee o~Aveterans & Federal AffaIrs, House ChaIr

Special d~Mfssion Chair

~r$~epresentatIve Llda E. Harkms
designee of House Speaker Salvatore DiMasi

(\\--",



Executive Summary

In November 2005, the Legislature enacted "The Welcome Home Bill," an act providing benefits to servicemembers, veterans and
their families, Chapter 130 of the Acts of 2005. The new law includes many benefits for Massachusetts veterans, servicemembers and
their families, including a waiver of tuition and fees for all members of the Massachusetts national guard who chose to attend state
institutions of higher education. Section 12 of "The Welcome Home Bill" also created a Special Commission "to study tuition and fee
waiver programs ... for veterans." Our study was to include "an evaluation of the feasibility of expanding the programs to include
any fees, rather than solely matriculation fees, a review of the current pool of eligible recipients and the level of state and local
payments for such fees, and an analysis of the need for changes in the laws and regulations relative thereto ... "

Approximately 24,000 servicemembers have returned home to Massachusetts since September 11, 2001, after having heroically and
nobly served our great nation. These men and women face an unemployment rate that is three times higher than the national average.
They also must confront advanced education costs are also well above the national average. As our servicemembers return, education
can help facilitate a smoother transition into civilian life. It is no secret that quality and availability of education plays an essential
role in enhancing employment opportunities. By providing comprehensive educational opportunities to all Veterans, we will open the
door to improving their quality of life.

The mandatory fees at public higher education institutions are generally four times the cost of tuition. Because the laws providing
education benefits have not kept pace with the escalating costs of higher education, the current tuition waiver has become insignificant
when a potential participant decides whether seeking a higher degree is financially feasible. We must level the playing field for all
Veterans in the Commonwealth and allow them to attend state colleges and universities without the burden of ever increasing costs
that, in turn, can lead to increased borrowing and debt.

A tuition and fee waiver benefit is not a handout, it is a hand up. This is benefit that has been earned. This is a benefit that has
already been paid for by our soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines, who did their jobs and put their lives on hold, both at home and
abroad, to protect our freedom.

Part One: Goals
The Commission, in consultation with the Board of Higher Education, the Department of Veterans' Services, and the State Treasurer's
Office has determined the following:

(1) The Commonwealth of Massachusetts should extend the education benefits established in "The Welcome Home Bill" for
Massachusetts national guard members to all Massachusetts veterans,

(2) Tuition and fee waivers should be made available for all veterans to attend public institutions of higher learning in the
Commonwealth, and

(3) Such a veterans' educational waiver program should hold state universities and colleges harmless, with the Commonwealth
bearing the cost for such waivers.

These goals will allow the Commonwealth to recognize the services and sacrifices made by all who wore the uniform, while
ensuring that the Commonwealth's institutions of public higher education are not held accountable for the cost of this benefit.
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Part Two: Examination of Massachusetts Veterans Population
According to The Department of Veterans' Services, there are approximately 476,000 veterans, as defined by clause forty-third of section 7
of chapter 4 of the General Laws, who reside in Massachusetts today. The Department of Veterans of Affairs (VA) has projected that the
population of veterans in Massachusetts will steadily decline between the present and 2010. The chart below, compiled from the VA's
VetPop 2004 database, breaks down the veteran population in Massachusetts by age group.

Table 1L: V!::TERANS BY STATE, AGE GROUP,
Numbers from this table should be reported to the nearest 1,000. Se" aocumentation for details.
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Table 1L: VETERANS BY STATE, AGE GROUP, .
Numbers from this table should be reported to the nearest 1,000. See documentation for details.

Veterans Ane Groues

State

< 2020-2425-2930-3435-3940-4445-4950-5455-5960-6465-6970-7475-7980-8485-8990+IGran~";~t~'1

Massachusetts

1944,75910,97612,54117,43323,57430,50130,36846,42064,31247,031-
45,011

46,26139,05422,4806,733447,649

Grand Total

1944,7591097612,54117,43323 5743050130,36846,42064,31247,03145 Oil46,26139,05422,4806733447649

Table 1L: VETERANS BY STATE, AGE GROUP,
Numbers from this table should be reported to the nearest 1,000. See documentation fordetails.

90+
22,763
22.763

80-84 85-89
44,177 37,193
44,177 37,193

70-74 75-79
47,369 43,068
47,369 43,068

60-64 65-69
38,230 65,578
38,230 65,578

40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59
16,686 21,738 29,982 30,940
16,686 21,738 29,982 30,940

30-34 35-39
11,079 12,264
11,079 12,264

Table 1L: VETERANS BY STATE, AGE GROUP;.
Numbers from this table should be reported to the nearest 1,000. See documentation for details.
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Massachusetts
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Grand Total
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State
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Massachusetts

1684,49110,76512,84014,18619,29927,62031,04030,00361,60449,83239,13139,93833,66222,Q539,053"'",405685
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1684,49110,7651284014,18619,29927,62031,04030 003 .. 61 604. 49,8323913139 93833,66222,0539,053405 685



Part Three: Public Institutions of Hi2her Education Full-time Resident Tuition and Fee Rates 2005/06
Section 5 of Chapter 15A of the General Laws designates the public institutions of higher learning in the Commonwealth.

Tuition at Massachusetts Public Colleges and University
Full- Time Resident Undergraduate State-Supported Rates

% Change
1996/97

1997/981998/991999/002000/012001/022002/032003/042004/052005/06FY02 -01FY03 -02FY04 -03FY05 -04FY06 -05

UMass Amherst
$2,109$2,0041,9041,7141,7141,7141,7141,7141,7141,7140,0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

UMass Boston
$2,109$2,0041,9041,7141,7141,7141,7141,7141,7141,7140.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

UMass Dartmouth
$1,744$1,6571,5741,4171,4171,4171.4171,4171,4171,4170.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

UMass Lowell
$1,790$1,7001,6151,4541,4541,4541,4541,4541,4541,4540.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Bridgewater
$1,338$1,2701,1501,030970910910910910910-6.2%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Fitchburg

$1,338$1,2701,2101,0901,030970970970970970-5.8%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Framingham

$1,338$1,2701,2101,0901,030970970970970970-5.8%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

MassArt
$1,390$1,3201,2601,1401,0901,0301,0301,0301,0301,030-5.5%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

MCLA
$1,338$1,2701,2101,0901,0901,0301,0301,0301,0301,030-5.5%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Mass Maritime
$1,390$1,3201,2601,1401,0901,0301,0301,0301,0301,062-5.5%0.0%0.0%0.0%3.1%

Salem
$1,338$1,2701,1501,030970910910910910910-6.2%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Westfield
$1,338$1,2701,2101,0901,030970970970970970-5.8%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Worcester
$1,338$1,2701,2101,0901,030970970970970970-5.8%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Berkshire
$1,080$1,0209608707807807807807807800.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Bristol
$1,080$1,0209008107207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Bunker Hill
$1,080$1,0209008107207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Cape Cod
$1, 080$1,0209308407207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Greenfield
$1,080$1,0209608707807807807807807800.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Holyoke
$1,080$1,0209008107207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Massachusetts Bay
$1,080$1,0209308407207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Massasoit
$1,080$1,0209308407207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Middlesex
$1,080$1,0209008107207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Mount Wachusett
$1,080$1,0209608707507507507507507500.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

North Shore
$1,080$1,0209008107507507507507507500.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Northern Essex
$1,080$1,0209308407507507507507507500.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Quinsigamond
$1,080$1,0209008107207207207207207200.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Roxbury
$1,080$1,0209308407807807807807807800.0%. 0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

STCC
$1, 080$1,0209308407507507507507507500.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%

Weighted Avg UMass*

$2,004$1,9031,8081,6291,6261,6241,6191,6181,6181,618-0.1%"-0.3%-0.1%0.0%0.0%

Weighted Avg State Colleges*
$1,342$1,2741,1901,0711,014955954954953954-5.9%-0.1%0.0%-0.1%0.1%

Weighted Avg Community Colleges*

$1,080$1,020919829735734734734734734-0.1%0.0%0.0%0.0%0.0%
Weighted Avg All Colleges & University*

$1,478$1,3881,2931,1661,1111,0911,0821,0781,0761,076-1.8%-0.9%-0.4%-0.2%0.0%

Massachusetts Board of Higher Education: Fiscal Policy (Tuition & Fee Survey)

'Weighted data calculated based on % Undergraduate FTE of total by Segment and overall.
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Mandatory Fees at Massachusetts Public Colleges and University
Full-Time Resident Undergraduate State~Supported Rates

% Change1996/97

1997/981998/991999/002000/012001/022002/032003/04 2004/052005/06FY02 -01FY03 -02FY04 -03FY05 -04FY06 -05
UMass Amherst

3,3043,3253,3253,4983,4983,4984,7685,7687,2947,5640.0%36.3%21.0%26.5%3.7%
UMass Boston

2,2342,2882,2882,5082,5082,5083,5084,5186,3106,5510.0%39.9%28.8%39.7%3.8%
UMass Dartmouth

2,4072,5972,5972.7122,7122,7123,7124,7126,3856,6190.0%36.9%26.9%35.5%3.7%
UMass Lowell

2,7222,7222,7222,8012,8012,8013,7594,760 '6,437.6,7120.0%. "34.2%26.6%35.2%4.3%
Bridgewater

2,1022,0332,0332,0331,9131,9132,8253,4804,4164,596'0.0%47.7%23.2%26.9%4.1%
Fitchburg

1,9922,0261,9981,9281,9882,0182,7183,2163,6184,0321.5%34.7%18.3%12.5%11.4%
Framingham

1,8901,8801,8601,8001,8001,8002,3643,3543,6844,0290.0%31.3%41.9%9.8%9.4%
MassArt

2,6442,6442,6442,6682,7883,0383,9384,7385,3705,8209.0%29.6%20.3%13.3%8.4%
MCLA

2,1472,1672,1672,2672,2672,4673,1674,3674,3874,5868.8%28.4%37.9%0.5%4.5%
Mass Maritime

1,7841,7841,7841.7841,7831,8832,6333,8334,1334,2465.6%39.8%45.6%7.8%2.7%
Salem

2,0061,9871,9281,9282,1282,1283,0284,0784,5444,6840.0%42.3%34.7%11.4%3.1%
Westfield

1,8241,8241,8241,8841,8861,9862.7853,5883,8874,6885.3%40.2%28.8%8.3%20.6%
Worcester

1,3451,3451,3451,3681,4781,6032,3033,1533,6094,110',8.5%43.7%36.9%14.5%13.9%
Berkshire

1,6201,6201,6201,6501,7101,9202,3102,6102,6102,82012.3%20.3%13.0%0.0%8.0%
Bristol

1,3801,3201,3201,2601,3501,4402,1002,3402,5203,0306.'7%45.8%11.4%7.7%20.2%
Bunker Hill

1,3201,3201,2901,2301,2301,2301,6802,2802,2802,2800.0%36.6%35.7%0.0%0.0%
Cape Cod

1,5301,5151,4321,4401,5901,740.2,4602,4602,9402,9409.4%41.4%0.0%19.5%0.0%
Greenfield

1,3821,3671,3671,3671,5171,7272,2372,5372,8673,20213.8%29.5%13.4%13.0%11.7%
Holyoke

1,4521,4561,4261,3661,4561.7162,0762,3762,3782,46817.9%21.0%14.5%0.1%3.8%
Massachusetts Bay

1,2901,2301,2751,1701,1701,2402,1502,4502,9302,9306.0%73.4%14.0%19.6%0.0%
Massasoit

1,2901,2601,2301,2301,3201,3201,9202,6102,6102,61000%45.5%35.9%0.0%0.0%
Middlesex

1,6701,6101,5501,5501,6401,7902,3002,6602,9302,9309.1%28.5%15.7%10.2%0.0%
Mount Wachusett

1,9801,9301,8401,7901,8201,9402,6603,2603,2603,2206.6%37.1%22.6%0.0%-1.2%
North Shore

1,4101,3801,3201,3201,4401,7402,3402,6402,6402,73020.8%34.5%12.8%0.0%3.4%
Northern Essex

1,4701,4251,3801,3801,4401,5301,9202,2202,2202,4006.3%25.5%15.6%0.0%8.1%
Quinsigamond

1,2901,2301,1701,1701,1701,1702,0102,8802,8802,8800.0% .'71.8%43.3%0.0%0.0%
Roxbury

1,3201,2601,2601,2301,3201,3201,6702.4702,6802,680'0.0%26.5%47.9%8.5%0.0%
STCC

1,5501,4901,4301,4301,4341,6841,9842,3942.4542,60417.4%17.8%20.7%2.5%6.1%

Weighted Avg UMass*

2,8882,9252,9193,0773,0723,0694,1795,1846,8197,079-0.1%36.2%24.0%31.6%3.8%
Weighted Avg State Colleges*

1,9451,9181,9121,9131,9471,9992,7893,6374,1474,4942.7%39.5%30.4%14.0%8.4%
Weighted Avg Community Colleges*

1.4491,4071,3781,3531,4181,5392,0992,5322,6462.7438.5%36.4%20.6%4.5%3.7%
Weighted Avg All Colleges &

University*
2,0932,0592,0442,0912,1192,1722,9593,6754,3814,5942.5%36.2%24.2%19.2%4.9%

Massachusetts Board of Higher Education: Fiscal Policy (Tuition & Fee Survey)

-Weighted data calculated based on % Undergraduate FTE of total by Segment and overall.

Note: Fees do not include scheduled increase of $750 effective in spring 2004 per campus at the University of Massachusetts.



Tuition and Mandatory Fees at Massachusetts l?ublic.GoliegesandUniversity
Full·Time Resident Undergraduate State-Supported Rates

% Change1996/97
1997/981998/991999/002000/012001/022002/032003/042004/052005/06FY02 -01FY03 -02FY04 -03FY05 -04FY06 -05

UMass Amherst
5,4135,3295,2295,2125,2125,2126,4827,4829,0089,2780.0%24.4%15.4%20.4%3.0%

UMass Boston
4,3434,2924,1924,2224,2224,2225,2226,2328,0248,2650,0%23,7%19.3%28,8%3.0%

UMass Dartmouth
4,1514,2544,1714,1294,1294,1295,1296,1297,8028,0360,0%24.2%19.5%27,3%3.0%

UMass Lowell
4,5124,4224,3374,2554,2554,2555,2136,2147,8918,1660.0%22.5%19.2%27,0%3.5%

Bridgewater
3,4403,3033,1833,0632,8832,8233,7354,3905,3265,506-2,1%32,3%17.5%21,3%3.4%

Fitchburg
3,3303,2963,2083,0183,0182,9883,6884,1864,5885,002-1,0%23.4%13.5%9.6%9.0%

Framingham
3,2283,1503,0702,8902,8302,7703,3344,3244,6544,999,2.1%20.4%29.7%7.6%7.4%

MassArt
4,0343,9643,9043,8083,8784,0684,9685,7686,4006,8504.9%22.1%16,1%11,0%7.0%

MCLA
3,4853,4373,3773,3573,3573,4974,1975,3975,4175,6164:2%20.0%28.6%0.4%3,7%

Mass Maritime
3,1743,1043,0442,9242,8732,9133,6634,8635,1635,3081.4%25,7%32,8%6,2%2.8%

Salem
3,3443,2573,0782,9583,0983,0383,9384,9885,4545,594-1,9%29,6%26,7%9.3%2.6%

Westfield
3,1623,0943,0342,9742,9162,9563,7554,5584,8575,6581.4%27.0%21.4%6.6%16.5%

Worcester
2,6832,6152,5552,4582,5082,5733,2734,1234,5795,0802.6%27.2%26,0%11.1%10,9%

Berkshire
2,7002,6402,5802,5202,4902,7003,0903,3903,3903,6008.4%14.4%9.7%0.0%6,2%

Bristol
2,4602,3402,2202,0702,0702,1602,8203,0603,2403,7504.3%30.6%8,5%5.9%15.7%

Bunker Hill
2,4002,3402,1902,0401,9501,9502,4003,0003,0003,0000,0%23.1%25.0%0.0%0,0%

Cape Cod
2,6102,5352,3622,2802,3102,4603,1803,1803,6603,6606,5%29,3%0,0%15.1%0.0%

Greenfield
2,4622,3872,3272,2372,2972,5073,0173,3173,6473,9829.1%20,3%9.9%9.9%9.2%

Holyoke
2,5322,4762,3262,1762,1762,4362,7963,0963,0983,18811,9%14,8%10,7%0.1%2.9%

Massachusetts Bay
2,3702,2502,2052,0101,8901,9602,8703,1703,6503,6503.7%46.4%10.5%15.1%0,0%

Massasoit
2,3702,2802,1602,0702,0402,0402,6403,3303,3303,3300.0%29.4%26.1%0.0%0,0%

Middlesex
2,7502,6302,4502,3602,3602,5103,0203,3803,6503,6506.4%20.3%11.9%8,0%0,0%

Mount Wachusett
3,0602,9502,8002,6602,5702,6903,4104,0104,0103,9704.7%26,8%17,6%0.0%-1.0%

North Shore
2,4902,4002,2202,1302,1902,4903,0903,3903,3903,48013.7%24.1%9.7%0.0%2,7%

Northern Essex
2,5502,4452,3102,2202,1902,2802,6702,9702,9703,1504.1%17,1%11,2%0,0%6,1%

Quinsigamond
2,3702,2502,0701,9801,8901,8902,7303,6003,6003,6000.0%44.4%31.9%0.0%0.0%

Roxbury
2,4002,2802,1902,0702,1002,1002,4503,2503,4603,4600.0%16.7%32.7%6.5%0,0%

STCC 2,6302,5102,3602,2702,1842,4342,7343,1443,2043,35411.4%12,3%15,0%1,9%4.7%

Weighted Avg UMass'

4,8924,8284,7274,7064,6974,6935,7986,8018,4378,697-0,1%23.5%17,3%24,0%3,1%
Weighted Avg State Colleges'

3,2873,1923,1032,9842,9622,9543,7434,5905,1005,448-0.3%26,7%22,6%11,1%6.8%
Weighted Avg Community Colleges*

2,5292,4272,2972,1822,1532,2732,8333,2653,3803,4775.6%24.6%15,3%3.5%2.9%
Weighted Avg All Colleges &

University*
3,5713,4473,3373,2573,2293,2644,0414,7535,4575,6701.1%23.8%17.6%14.8%3.9%

Massachusetts Board of Higher Education: Fiscal Policy (Tuition & Fee Survey)

'Weighted data calculated based on % Undergraduate FTE of total by Segment and overall.

Note: Fees do not include scheduled increase of $750 effective in spring 2004 per campus at the University of Massachusetts,



Part Four: Veterans Currently Using the Tuition Waivers
Currently, any veteran as defined by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 4, Section 7 (43), may be eligible for tuition waivers under

section 19 of Chapter 15A. According to the Board of Higher Education, 4,046 veterans utilized this waiver in FY 2005, for a total
value of$1,974,558.

Massachusetts Board of Higher Education

FY 2005 Tuition WaiversSource: HEIRS - Fiscal Measures Total

Total

Segment

Institution TitleValue# Students

U Mass

University of Massachusetts AmherstVeterans/Vietnam veterans105,12378

U Mass

University of Massachusetts BostonVeterans/Vietnam veterans138,924284

U Mass

University of Massachusetts DartmouthVeterans/Vietnam veterans152,926215

U Mass

University of Massachusetts LowellVeterans/Vietnam veterans426,731337

SC

Bridgewater State College Veterans/Vietnam veterans50,161107

SC

Fitchburg State College Veterans/Vietnam veterans61,469118

SC

Framingham State College Veterans/Vietnam veterans114,635218

SC

Massachusetts College of Art Veterans/Vietnam veterans9,63323

SC

Massachusetts College of Liberal ArtsVeterans/Vietnam veterans17,51038

SC

Massachusetts Maritime AcademyVeterans/Vietnam veterans5,7247

SC

Salem State College Veterans/Vietnam veterans152,521174

SC

Westfield State College Veterans/Vietnam veterans72,365110

SC

Worcester State College Veterans/Vietnam veterans165,632154

CC

Berkshire Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans18,070104

CC

Bristol Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans36,840125

CC

Bunker Hill Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans45,727150

CC

Cape Cod Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans30,480100

CC

Greenfield Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans9,96535

CC

Holyoke Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans60,510415

CC

Mass Bay Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans22,74160

CC

Massasoit Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans37,272130

CC

Middlesex Community College Veterans/Vietnam veterans29,35192

CC

Mt. Wachusett Community CollegeVeterans/Vietnam veterans18,93859

CC

North Shore Community CollegeVeterans/Vietnam veterans54,942143

I
•



CC
CC
CC

Northern Essex Community College

Quinsigamond Community College

Springfield Technical Community COllege

Total Veterans

VeteransNietnam veterans

VeteransNietnam veterans

VeteransNietnam veterans

23,015

43,812

69,541

1,974,558

104

228

438

4,046

Part Five: State-Supported and Non-State Supported Classes
Public institutions of higher learning offer various types of classes, including classes that are commonly referred to as "state
supported" and "non-state supported" classes. In its research, the Commission found that many schools do not apply the current
tuition waiver to "non-state supported" classes, which can include night, weekend, online and adjunct professor-taught classes. "Non
state supported classes" are often the sole option for those individuals who are unable to attend classes offered during traditional
working hours. Therefore, for the purposes of this report, the Commission has examined the cost of implementing tuition and fee
waiver benefits for both state and non-state supported classes.

Part Six: Views and Estimates
Fee structures are determined by individual campuses and therefore vary according to locale. In the current fiscal year (Fiscal Year
2006), the weighted average of all colleges and University fees is $4,594. If the number of participants remains constant in Fiscal
Year 2007, the cost of this waiver program would be $12,847,408. However, as the elimination of fees will open the door for many
more veterans who were previously unable to afford an education, the numbers can be expected to increase. According to the Board
of Higher Education's Office of Veterans Affairs, it is reasonable to expect the number of participants to double. Below is data
outlining the cost estimates for implementing the tuition and fee waivers by factors of one, two, and three.

Student Participation is unchall!!ed

Servicemember
Veterans

State Tuition
808,727

Local Tuition
1,332,508

Total Tuition

2,141,235

Total Fees
10,706,173

Total Cost

12,847,408

Student Participation Increases bv Factor of 2

Servicemember
Veterans

State Tuition
1,617,453

Local Tuition

2,665,016

Total Tuition

4,282,469

Total Fees
21,412,346

Total Cost

25,694,815

Student Participation Increases bv Factor of 3

Servicemember
Veterans

State Tuition
2,426,180

Local Tuition
3,997,524

Total Tuition

6,423,704

Total Fees
32,118,519

Total Cost
38,542,223

•



Part Seven: Conclusions
The Commission recommends initially funding a tuition and fee waiver program for veterans to attend public institutions of higher
learning under the assumption that enrollment could double. The Commission recommends that the Legislature establish a trust fund
with an initial appropriation of $25.7 million in the Fiscal Year 2007 Budget. This trust will allow the Board of Higher Education to
retain any remaining funds. The remaining funds shall be available solely for the veterans' tuition and fee waiver program.

The Commission recommends that legislation should be introduced to permanently enact a veterans' tuition and fee waiver program
and has outlined legislative recommendations below.

• The program will be administered by the Board of Higher Education, which shall provide full tuition and fee waivers for all
veterans at public institutions of higher learning. The Board of Higher Education shall submit a report to the House and Senate
Committees on Ways and Means, the Joint Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs and the Department of Veterans'
Services on a semi-annual basis (October 1st and February 1st). The Board of Higher Education shall develop standardized
reporting requirements and uniform report forms relative to veterans' tuition and fee waivers. The report shall include but not
be limited to 1) the number of unique veterans using the waivers, 2) the number of waivers used for state supported classes, 3)
number of waivers used for non-state supported classes, 4) the type of student (full or part-time), 5) the age of each recipients
and 6) the gender of each recipient. The report shall be used to determine the reimbursement from the commonwealth to the
institutions.

• The Commission recommends that said tuition and fee waivers shall be made available to both full and part-time students.

• The Commission recommends that said tuition and fee waivers shall be applied to, but not be limited to state and non-state
supported classes.

• The Commission recommends that any veteran may apply the tuition and fee waivers towards any credit bearing class.

• The Commission recommends that any veteran who has resided in the Commonwealth for a period of 24 hours or more be
eligible for in-state tuition rates and therefore eligibility for said program. All participants must provide proof of residency
prior to each semester's enrollment. (Note: All veterans are currently eligible for Chapter 115 benefits after having resided in
the Commonwealth for a period of24 hours.)

• The Commission recommends that each participant be required to show proof that he or she has applied for all available
federal education benefits, excluding Montgomery GI Bill benefits.
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